
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 

Department of Justice and Public Safety 

Office of the Deputy Minister 

To whom it may concern: 

RE: Interpersonal Violence Disclosure Protocol Act 

I am writing to advise that the Interpersonal Violence Disclosure Protocol Act (the Act), also 
known as Clare’s Law, came into force on November 2, 2023. Clare’s Law allows individuals 
to request information from police about their risk of experiencing violence from a current 
or former intimate partner. This information will help persons at risk safeguard themselves 
and make informed decisions about their relationships.  

Under the Act, a person at risk of intimate partner violence may apply directly to police under 
“Right to Ask,” or police may disclose information directly to a person at risk under “Right to 
Know.” The Interpersonal Violence Disclosure Regulations (the Regulations) also allow certain 
individuals to support an applicant throughout the Clare’s Law process. Individuals permitted to 
act as support persons are: 

 an individual selected by a person at risk;

 a lawyer;

 a police officer;

 a medical doctor;

 a registered nurse;

 a registered psychologist;

 a registered social worker;

 a representative of an Indigenous government or organization where the person
at risk is Indigenous; or

 a representative of an agency or organization that assists and supports persons
at risk.

Support persons may make an application on behalf of a person at risk, interact with the police, 
and accompany the person at risk to the disclosure meeting. Support persons must have written 
consent of the person at risk and are subject to all confidentiality requirements under the Act. 
While the Regulations permit the groups of individuals listed above to provide support to 
applicants under Clare’s Law, this is not a requirement and is completely voluntary.  

Additional information on Clare’s Law, including the Act, Regulations, protocol, and online 
application, can be found at www.gov.nl.ca/clareslaw. If you have any questions or require 
further information, please email ClaresLaw@gov.nl.ca.  
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Sincerely, 

Denis Mahoney, KC 
Deputy Minister and 
Deputy Attorney General 

CC: John McGrath, Deputy Minister, Department of Health and Community Services 
Alan Doody, Deputy Minister, Department of Children Seniors and Social Development 
Candice Ennis-Williams, Deputy Minister, Office of Women and Gender Equality  
Tracy King, Deputy Minister, Office of Indigenous Affairs and Reconciliation 
Pat Roach, Chief of Police, Royal Newfoundland Constabulary 
A/Comm Jennifer Ebert, Commanding Officer, RCMP B Division  




